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The three authors of the two essays on “Progress” are in general agreement in the critique of how “Progress” (of mankind) as a concept of philosophy of history is conceived as “necessary“, “endless” and “unstoppable”. Its close association with “development” in an era privileging science and technology is similar in Europe and in China. The authors agree that there need to be further investigation into how the concept of “Progress” has become the base of most ideologies rooted in European thinking of 19th century and spread over the whole world since, even though the idea of “Progress” was not existent neither in European nor in Chinese traditional thinking. Of interest would be investigating how „Progress“ based ideologies, e.g. social Darwinism and nationalism become so prominent in different cultures in the world.  It is also recognized that after the two World Wars in Europe, and with the current predicaments facing mankind, there have been more accepted critiques of “Progress” and along with this, critique of “Progress“-based ideologies.
The two essays may have differences on the question of how to go beyond such idea/ideology of progress in this fundamentally critical investigation.
